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AWARDS

WEEK 3, TERM 2
DIARY NOTES:

· 24/5 Reconciliation

Preschool

Gene C, Zara E, Harriet P, Riley

Red 1

Galvin L, Ada P-C

Red 2

Rose M, Otis L

Red 3

Hafsa N, Finn G

Red 4

Grace M , Lachlan T

Red 5

Arben K , Akshveer S

Red 6

Caitlyn F, Ewan B

Red 7

Fabian R, Ollie I

Green 1

Katie L, Ella B

Green 2

Mia N, Finlay R

Green 3

Cameron H, Ngwang C

Green 4

Levi L, Ahmed A

Blue 2

Ida B, Eva S

Blue 3

Thomas F, Remi R

Blue 4

Annabel P, Sam D

Blue 5

Brock E, Nam N

Blue 6

Cohen H, Isla M

Barn 1

Sankeeth

Barn 2

William, Abdi

Barn 3

Han, Inas

Barn 4

Lara B

MAY, 2021

Principal’s Report

Week
Dear Parents & Caregivers,
I return to Kilkenny after enjoying an extra 2 weeks holiday on long service leave. It was great
to see more of our expansive continent, travelling as far west in Queensland to Longreach
and North to Airlie Beach. We certainly have a diverse country and travelling through both
NSW to QLD is certainly testament to this.
With regards to diversity, last week’s Governing Council meeting had a focus
on “How we can include everybody in our community in the life of a busy
vibrant school”.
G.C members brainstormed and discussed options for this to occur. It is a very
important aspect to ensure our whole school community is part of clear
communication, involved in community events, has a real say and action in the
school.
As an action to begin this process of “Community Inclusion” Peter and Trudy (G.C Chairperson) are asking you
to forward ideas you believe will help support parents and families with greater opportunity for involvement;
Please email;
Peter Dunstan, Principal
peter.dunstan100@schools.sa.edu.au or dl.0207.govcouncil@schools.sa.edu.au
with any thoughts.

INSIDE THIS

-

Every idea will be actioned by your Governing Council to enhance further the excellent things happening across
the site.
The school is in the middle of our NAPLAN test for years 3, 5 and 7 students after not occurring during our 2020
Covid year.
The tests over previous years have shown consistent growth and improvement across many areas of learning
across the school in learning areas of
Reading
Writing
Language conventions
Numeracy
With many fabulous learning programs & teaching occurring over the past years, we will use this “snap shot” of
learning to add to our other data sets in analysing growth and improvements.
Yours Sincerely
Peter Dunstan
“Hot off the Press”
Well done to Governing Council members for a highly successful “ 2nd Hand Uniform “ stall this morning. Great
to see most items sold; get them labelled and ready for use.
Congratulations Governing Council members
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL REPORT— Alex Narcys
KPS Community Notice Board

Grow Wellbeing
Is your child struggling at home or in class, with friendships, self-confidence, regulating their
emotions or anxiety?
The Grow Wellbeing service has recommenced again at Kilkenny PS after a two terms without
staffing. This is bulk billed counselling and wellbeing service for students and families that have a
mental health care plan. It will be a fortnightly service on a Wednesday. Rose Rawady is the
accredited mental health social worker assigned to our school with 25 years of experience in mental
health. Please direct any enquiries through to your child’s class teacher or contact the front office.

NAPLAN Online
NAPLAN Online 2021 commenced this week for students in Years 3, 5 and 7 and continues
next week across Week 4. Classroom teachers are administering the testing with students
staying in their classrooms or the neighbouring classroom. In composite classes e.g. Year 2/3,
3/4 and 6/7 – the year2, 4 and 6 students will be supported in an alternative learning space during testing periods. Students that
are absent for a scheduled test catch up within the fortnightly window. The schedule for NAPLAN testing next week includes:
Monday 17th May – Year 3 and 5 Conventions of Language
Tuesday 18th May – Year 7 Conventions of Language and catch ups
Wednesday 19th May – Year 3 and 5 Numeracy
Thursday 20th May – Year 7 Numeracy and catch ups
Friday 21st May – catch up testing
Teacher Clarity – Learning Intentions and Success Criteria
“Students who know what they are learning about are three times more likely to actually learn it.” (Fisher, 2018)
As part of our whole school pedagogical agreement document titled ‘Challenging Powerful Learning’, staff and students
identified six evidence based high impact teaching strategies that improve learning outcomes for all students.
We believe that when students understand what they are learning and know what success looks like, they are more engaged
and feel more secure in their learning. This involves teachers in every classroom, setting clear learning intentions and success
criteria that students understand. The following three questions will be made explicit to students:
What am I learning today?
Why am I learning this?
How will I know that I have learned it?
The school has recently purchased magnets for each classroom to support teacher clarity and
to lift student learning. Challenging Powerful Learning – A whole school pedagogical
agreement for Kilkenny Primary School is on our website for families to read or download.

–

Alex Narcys
Alexander.narcys442@schools.sa.edu.au
-
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KITCHEN— Jessica Liebich

3

WELLBEING— Rhiannon Duffield (Acting Wellbeing Leader)

Hello Families
Hi, I am Rhiannon Duffield and I am acting Wellbeing Leader for the first 4 weeks of this term while
Brenton Willson is on LSL. I am trying to be the amazing support for our students and staff that Brenton
is. I have big shoes to fill in a small amount of time.

It’s been a great start in the Kitchen with the students!
Kitchen classes this term have a focus on the fundamentals of cooking.
Last week we made vegetable stock from scratch, then using this as the
base to make a delicious pumpkin soup. The children also made their
own bread rolls to go with the soup.
This week, its all about the importance of making and using pastry in
recipes. Students are making a short crust pastry, then using this
pastry to make a Spinach, Potato & Fetta Pie and a French Apple Tart.
With these recipes, I have given the children the responsibility of using
kitchen appliances such as the hand-held blender and food processor.
Emphasis on safety is the key and I have been extremely impressed
with the children using correct safety measures.

Jessica

Week 1 staff meeting our whole Staff and some SSOs attended training on Interoception. Interoception refers to the conscious
perception of our internal body cues and is now commonly referred to as our 8th sense. Interoception is also a prerequisite for our
brain to be able to self regulate and to stop explosive reactions occuring. We want our students to be able to identify, name and
notice what they are feeling internally due to a response or reaction to an incident, behaviour, change etc and then identify what
they can do to help regulate this behaviour or who they can go to for help. Schools that have implemented interoception
consistently into their daily routine have found a significant decrease in classroom and office time out, as well as suspensions due
to students being able to self-regulate their behaviour before acting inappropriately or unacceptably. Interoception activities are
any activities that changes the state of the body and are generally under the headings of:
> Muscle: exploring relaxed v tense muscles, body weight and hand strength activities
> Breathing: changing the depth and speed of the breathe - hand trace - inhale while
while tracing down the finger

tracing up the finger, exhale

> Body temperature: exploring hot v cold - rubbing hands together after 20 secs and noticing the difference in
temperature of the hand
> Pulse: activities that raise or lower heart rate - finding heart rate and counting for 20 seconds then run on the spot for
20 seconds and the count heart rate again to compare
Some classes are beginning to introduce activities into their daily class routine to see if they have a positive effect on the
students. Watch this space.

Rhiannon Duffield
Acting Wellbeing Leader
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PRESCHOOL — Louise Cutri / Christina Lipitkas / Donna Seaton
Pastoral Care Worker— Hayley Walker
Do you know that each of us have in fact 8 body senses?
We have the 5 senses that are commonly spoken about (sight, hearing, taste, smell and touch), as well
as proprioception, vestibular and interoception senses.
As Rhiannon said, we are growing our interoception skills here at KPS.
I love it, as having developed interoception also helps us identify our emotions and our body’s response
to different feelings, as well as learning how to regulate our bodies.
The great thing is, like learning maths, it is a skill that we each can grow and develop.
Here is one to try together at home to feel our muscles stretch and relax and feel the change (try and be
as specific as you can when answering the questions)

This term the children have continued to be scientists, in particular entomologists. They have discovered some insects and bugs that
live in our garden. The big question that has left us wondering is… What are these insects? and What will they become? Some of
the descriptions and theories that have been shared include ‘spikey bugs, lady birds and curled up things’. They all look a little
different which is a little confusing however some children are wondering whether they are ladybirds as they have found some living
close by.
We have delved deeper into our investigation about these bugs and have found a huge amount of them curled up everywhere. We
have found rows and rows of these strange curled up bugs under a wooden reel, on the trees, leaves, on cushions and all along the
back of our outdoor couch. We think they look like a ladybird but sort of different. The children have used a range of magnifying
glasses to get up really close to observe the bugs and have then captured some of their ideas through drawing. We will continue to
observe them with curious eyes and wait patiently to see what changes we notice happening to these mysterious creatures!

Hayley
Supporting the wellbeing of students, staff and families. At school Monday, Wednesday & Friday.
Hayley.Walker983@schools.sa.edu.au

RED 2 — Year Rec — Jess Pietsch
This term Red 2 are learning about Australia animals. We have been reading Wombat
Stew and focusing on adjectives (crunchy, gooey, bubbling, chewy, etc). Students have
been making their own adjective books, identifying other ingredients that could be
crunchy, munchy, gooey or chewy. The next step for us is to use a range of adjectives
to describe different Australian animals.

KPS

POWERFUL

TIMES

PAGE

10

WEEK

BARN 3— IELC 1-4 — Emma Kelly
We have had a great start to term 2. This term our teaching and learning cycle is about Australian animals. We
will use the information we have learnt to write information reports. Last term was all about learning most of the
single sounds we need to help us to read and write. This term we begin to put these sounds together to make
words. The children are doing really well at this. In maths we will continue number work. Our focus will be on
money as many of the Australian coins have Australian animals on them. We are currently making a little shop in
the classroom to reinforce the concepts of money. We will also continue our oral language project. This is really
helping the children to develop their speaking and listening skills. We are also collaborating with Ms Monica’s
class in a cultural/ maths program. In teams the children have to cook a treat from their culture using correct
measuring techniques they have learnt in class. So far we have made ANZAC biscuits for ANZAC day and snow
flake biscuits from Indonesia. Next week we will make a Brazillian treat.
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RED 3 & 4— Year Rec/1 /2— Tara ,Claire & Sharonlee
Red 4 and Red 3 students have embarked on their ‘buddy
tutor program’ this week. Each year two student is paired
with a younger buddy from Red 3. Students are practising
their red words, Fred Talk and Read Write Inc sounds with
their Red 4 ‘tutor’. The year two students are setting goals
and tracking the progress of their buddy, reflecting on their
teaching and working hard to make sure their young buddy
makes progress. This takes only 10 minutes each morning
and is a powerful way to assist learning. Red 4 students

RED 5 — Reception — Renee Asclipenos, Lisa White

BARN 5 — IELC 4-7 — Monica Fazzalari
In Barn 4 we have been learning about Information
reports. An Information report gives us Information
about a certain topic using facts. We’ve also been
baking with Miss Emma’s class in our classroom. So
far, we’ve made Anzac Biscuits and Indonesian
cookies. Because of cooking we started learning how to
measure with measuring cups and spoons. We have
also learnt about fractions to help us as well.
By Hafsa

We have had a busy start to the new school term! Children have made a
smooth transition to their new ‘Read Write Inc’ groups and many are now
beginning to ‘read’ as they use their knowledge of sounds to orally blend.
We have also begun to learn about ‘Descriptive Writing’ and children
enjoyed brainstorming all the descriptive language used in the story of
The Gruffalo. So far in Maths we have focussed on Number and Time.
Children loved playing ‘What’s the time Mr Wolf’ as a way of reinforcing
their newly acquired knowledge about the concept of o’clock.

RED 6 — Year 1 — Alison Duggan
The children have settled well into another great term of learning.
We began the term by looking at ANZAC DAY and the significance of the
occasion. We watched a small video which explored the different perspectives
of Anzac Day and the significance of the commemoration through a story
called, ‘Here they come: A Day to Remember.’ The video also explored and
explained the symbols of commemoration. The video explained the
significance behind the Memorials, the Medals, the Flags, the Wreaths, the
Rosemary, the Poppies, the Bugle and the different tunes that were played for
different purposes and the Honour Roll. The children were able to explain what
the red cross meant. They learnt about the particular hat the Australians wore
( the blown slouch hat) and the Anzac biscuits.
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Red 7 —Year 2/3 — Ryan Atkins
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BLUE 6 — Year 5 — Teigan
Blue 6 has had a busy three weeks. We have started
kitchen on Mondays and cooked some delicious
meals. In English/Wellbeing we are designing our own
Little Miss/Mr Men books. In our story we had to pick
an emotion that could be hard to regulate and write a
story of the journey they went on and what they learnt.

-

In math’s we are looking at long multiplication as well
as breaking down worded problems to understand
what the question is actually asking.
We have been drawing inspiration from Romero Britto
Art and using different techniques and elements of art
to create our drawing.

BARN 1 — ARCPR Special Class— Laura Bennets

GREEN 1&2—6/7– Rhiannon Duffield & Paige Vogelsang
This Term Green 1 and 2 was given the task of creating a school on Mars. We had to follow the process of the 6 d’s
which are define, discover, dream, design, deliver and debrief. We planned every aspect of the school including
designing ways to protect the school from the conditions on Mars. We also had to consider what we needed for the
school to be successful and what the students would learn on mars. As one of the
extensions we were able to 3D print one aspect of our school which we included in our final design.

This term we have been learning about ‘Pets’. We have learnt the names of different types of
pets and the words we can use to describe them. We have also learnt about what pets need
and how pet owners take care of them. We were lucky enough to have William from Barn 2
visit our class with his dog Pedro. We asked him questions about Pedro and how he looks
after him. William was able to show us some tricks Pedro can do and we all got to have a try
getting Pedro to sit and “shake”. We learnt that is very
important not to pat an assistance dog unless the owner
has said it is okay. Barn 1 students have used what they
learnt from our guest speaker to write an information
report titled “Taking care of Pedro”.

Currently, we are working on the construction aspect of our schools. But before we were able to begin with our
constructions, we had to complete 2D and 3D drawing of each room. Miss Paige and Mr C have been tying our maths
lessons in with our inquiry by teaching us ratio, scale, area, and perimeter. Some of the other skills we have learnt along
the way are resource and time management, collaboration and persistence and being able to work together as a
successful team.
Written by Ella, Zadok and Ewan

BARN 2 — ARCJP Special Class— Danni Pierson

-
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BLUE 2 —Year 4/5 (2) — Jenne Ellis-Kells
In kitchen Blue 2 have made vegetable soup with homemade bread, spinach pie, and
a rustic apple tart. We are getting lots of volunteers coming in to help our class during
cooking, this makes our lesson a lot more fun and easier to get everything done. We
love having our parents coming to help.
In numeracy we are working with angles. We have learnt what a reflex angle is and
what a vertex is. We have been learning how to use protractors to measure angles.
By Ida Bonesmo
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GREEN 3 —Year 6/7 (3)— Jon Stewart
English … Recount Writing … Electric Fence activity
• Four games simultaneously running
• Teams of 6
• Objective to get everyone over the fence without touching
• Begin at level 3
• Any teams struggling can be lowered to level 2
• Any teams successful can be lifted to level 4
Each team saw varying degrees of success. The acknowledgement from many
teams of the importance of planning, discussion, listening and collaboration,
most impressive.

BLUE 3 — Year 4/5 — Ulla Hoffman

After learning about reading and writing lead paragraphs, students were
prepared to write their own Orientation (introduction). Developing accurate and
opinionated sentences based on the sequence pf events the next teaching and
learning point.

We're off to a busy start to the term. We're working on our Maths Challenge, and
have chosen Cricket as the topic. We're interrogating the curriculum and writing our
questions.
We're enjoying kitchen classes and have had the help of some generous parents.
Next week is our excursion to The Dream Big Festival, we're excited!

GREEN 4 — Year 6/7 (4) — Michael Kennett

BLUE 4 & 5 — Year 3/4 — Meg McLeod / Taylor Jenkinson
How has our term started? Glad you asked! We have been
improving our persuasive writing by engaging the reader
and backing up our opinions with examples and evidence.
Our Year 3 students have already sat their Writing and
Reading NAPLAN tests - well done to all for giving their
absolute best efforts.
We are lucky enough to experience kitchen lessons this
term. So far we have made pumpkin soup, bread, apple
tart, and a spinach, potato and feta galette!!! We hope this
means some more help in the kitchen at home!
In Maths we have been exploring fractions, locating unit
fractions on a number line and making connections
between the numerator and denominator. In digital tech we
have really enjoyed using the Dash robots with the
Blockly app - our first experience with block coding for
many. Already we have been able to use block code to
made Dash move, respond, talk and change colour!
KPS

Welcome to Term 2! Green 4 and the Year 6/7 cohort are officially seniors now that our shirts and jackets have arrived; what great
timing! We have settled back into learning and have been exploring life stories and their features. We are also investigating the 3tiers of vocabulary to help us create a more sophisticated style of writing in preparation for our written biography assessment. For
mathematics, we are comparing and converting fractions, decimals and percentages using real-life examples such as lap times in
motor racing, and profit and loss situations. It has certainly been a very theoretical start to Term 2 however, we have managed to
make time to begin building our scale model of our playground designs from Term 1. Of course, there was some theory about
project management skills beforehand but it has paid off with all groups organised and communicating to get the job done. We look
forward to sharing these at the Week 6 assembly.
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