KPS Powerful Times
WEEK 6, TERM 2
DIARY NOTES:

· Bully Zero parent

workshop 6.30- 8
pm, Monday June
7th
· 14th June Public
Holiday
· 21st June Governing Council meeting
· 2nd July early dismissal 2:05pm

JUNE, 2021

Principal’s Report
Dear Kilkenny Community,
Week 6 has been a focused celebration of ‘National Reconciliation Week 2021, 27th May–
3rd June.
The theme “ More than a word. Reconciliation takes action” is a message that the
relationships between the broader Australian Community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people needs to be a journey together building relationships around our collective histories, cultures
and futures.
The following activities have occurred during the week and form a part of a journey at KPS to promote and
celebrate our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, our fabulous cultural diversity here and our community
working together.

Whole School Assembly: the assembly was a fabulous
celebration of learning Preschool— Year 7; of Reconciliation
and all aspects of student inquiry and gaining knowledge
around history, culture and moving forward.
Thankyou to those parents who stayed behind for the bush
tucker morning tea and shared our work done by Judith
(Aboriginal Education Teacher) and Chris (Aboriginal
Community education Officer) and “Us Mob’ staff and student
committee.

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:

School Shirt: Students designed a school shirt incorporating our logo and Aboriginal artwork.
Bin Stickers: With messages of Reconciliation.

-

We will be promoting our learning through display and signage over the next term.

Wishing families an enjoyable weekend before the ‘Cold snap’ next week.
Looking forward to seeing you at our ‘Bully free’ night Monday from 6:30 to 8pm.
Have a great long weekend,
Peter Dunstan
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL REPORT— Alex Narcys

AWARDS

QuickSmart Numeracy

Preschool

Harvey S, Freya B, Rafferty B,
George J, Charlotte W

Red 1

Ada P-C, Alfie G

Red 2

Esther H, Evie M

Red 3

Reid L, Hannah N

Red 4

Felix H, Arianna C

Red 5

Ned C, Myles J

Red 6

Shivya N, Tyler E

Red 7

Sidney C, Abigail B

Green 1

Akmal S, Ashanya J

Green 2

Tristian B, Claire S

Green 3

Selma S, Eljane N

Green 4

Erida M, Ebonnee B

NAPLAN

Blue 2

Georgia G, remy B

NAPLAN testing has now concluded with all sessions except for Year 3 writing occurring online. Largely the online testing
platform and software went smoothly with very few technical disruptions throughout the two weeks. Individual student reports
are due to be received in late August 2021.

Blue 3

Sinthu K, Abigail B

Blue 4

Eddie B, Lilli I

Blue 5

Steven N, Neya M

Blue 6

Ekam D, Aldous C

Barn 1

Murtaza H

Barn 2

Kurban S, Leo R

Barn 3

Inas K, Han T

Barn 4

Abdul H, Alice M

Kilkenny Primary School has introduced QuickSmart Numeracy as a maths intervention and support
program for students in Years 5-7. QuickSmart is an evidence based program that supports students
to develop automaticity with the recall of their basic number facts. Mrs Felton and Mrs Dorra have
both been trained as QuickSmart teachers and have started working with identified students across
the week in three 30 minute lessons.
Students are enjoying the rigour and benefit of the program with excellent progress and improvement
made by all students participating so far. For more information on the program please visit - https://simerr.une.edu.au/
quicksmart/numeracy-program/
The school is currently investigating resources and programs for additional maths support and intervention in the Junior Primary
year levels. We look forward to sharing news on this soon.

Grow Wellbeing Service
The Grow Wellbeing Counselling service is currently operating at Kilkenny Primary School fortnightly on a Wednesday. This is
a bulk billed – no out of pocket cost service for students and families that have a mental health care plan through their GP. This
service currently needs more clients for the service to continue at Kilkenny Primary School and stay viable. If your child is
struggling at the moment with their anxiety, mood, managing social connections, emotional regulation etc. please speak to your
child’s class teacher or myself about the Grow Wellbeing Program and how we can support you and your child to get this
service up and running.

Kind regards,
Alex Narcys
alexander.narcys442@schools.sa.edu.au
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WELLBEING— Brenton Willson

KPS Community Notice Board
Hello Community,
It is great to be back after a very relaxing 7 weeks exploring the best of outback SA, NT and Qld. We
have a vast country full of a massive diversity of flora and fauna that I just love exploring with friends.
We have much to be proud of, but much work still to do in the area of Reconciliation – it’s fitting that this
week as a school our students are focussing on the meaning and purpose of Reconciliation, and
through sport and the arts, we continue to embrace this important focus together as a nation.
Kilkenny Proud
Last week, in partnership with our House Captains, we have kick-started our Kilkenny Proud initiative. This is an initiative that has
been developed from our 2020 Student Wellbeing and Engagement Survey data.
The initiative will focus on 4 separate portfolios that our House Leaders will co-lead with our school leadership team. Our House
Leaders worked tirelessly last Friday to show they are committed to this initiative. Together they cleaned up and begun the
process of re-planting our kitchen garden, and then cleared unwanted furniture from our Kindy- filling a full skip bin in just under 3
hours. True leadership indeed!
These portfolios will focus on school pride, student belonging, and student safety
The 4 portfolios are:
Community Belonging
Big Freeze Day on the 11th June –The community is invited to come along at lunchtime for a sausage sizzle ($2) and watch
our brave teachers and students take on the ice bath challenge, as we raise funds for FightMND. If you would like to
volunteer and help out with cooking our sausage sizzle please see Brenton.
107.9 LifeFM will be broadcasting live on the day to share our Wellbeing focus with the community. If you can’t make the day
tune into LifeFM to hear from Peter, Hayley, and selected teachers and students. Our Waratah leaders will take
responsibility for this area.
School Pride
Over the course of the second half of the year we’ll be inviting classes to explore ideas on how they can work together to
improve our grounds and school culture – our Jacaranda leaders will take responsibility for this area.
Student Safety - Bully Zero
Following on from our Bully Zero workshops next week, we will work with our student leadership team and lead learners to
decide on the best next steps after the workshops to ensure key messages are embedded across the school – our
Wattle leaders will take responsibility for this area.
Student Belonging
Nature Playground – we will be running a whole school consultation process in the planning and building of our new play
area that will enhance our current sandpit, playground and scrub entrance. – our Banksia leaders will take
responsibility for this area.
This is a really exciting initiative that we are hoping our community will embrace and be involved in. It won’t happen over-night,
but hey, Rome wasn’t built in a day! I’m looking forward to working with our student leaders, and also involving our community.
We will certainly keep you updated on our progress.
Keep being great
Brenton
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RED 1— Year 1/2— Cat Acha

KITCHEN— Jessica Liebich

Red 1 have been busy getting to know the program Clicker 8. This is a child-friendly
word processor which can be differentiated in numerous ways from supporting
students to challenging and extending students therefore having the capacity to cater
for everyone’s needs.
Students have increased their level of engagement and are confidently tackling tasks
with help from Clicker’s realistic speech feedback, talking spell checker and word
predictor, word banks, visual cues, picturize facility harnessing the power of pictures.
It also develops speaking, listening and reading skills. Supports students to organise
ideas using mind mapping. It has Cloze activities to check for understanding.
Clicker Grids enable pupils to write with whole words and phrases. Emerging writers
build sentences word-by-word, while Word Banks provide scaffolding to support
developing writers.

RED 2 — Year Rec — Jess Pietsch

RED 4- Year 2— Sharonlee

KPS

POWERFUL

TIMES

PAGE

10

WEEK

Us Mob - Chris Coxon, Judith Felton
Sorry Day and Reconciliation Week.
Last year, I wrote a long piece explaining the details of Sorry
Day and Reconciliation Week. I received many positive
comments from parents and others in our school community
about what I wrote. For that reason, I am including some of
the information I used last year for those who are new in our
school community and might not be aware of the significant
national importance of Sorry Day (May 26) and Reconciliation
Week.

over their land. When Lt James Cook arrived in a sailing ship
from England, he claimed Australia as ‘Terra nullius’ which is
Latin for ‘land belonging to no one’. Adelaide was settled only
185 years ago, which is a relatively short time ago.

At Kilkenny Primary school we have a large group of
Aboriginal students, from many different areas of Australia.
There is great diversity in Aboriginal families, like any cultural
group. Think of the different regions and cultures in Europe
for example- different nations, languages and cultures. It’s the
same for Aboriginal people in Australia. We have students
Sorry Day happens every year. It aims to acknowledge and
with backgrounds from many areas, including Koonibba,
remember the mistreatment of Indigenous people. Up until
Coober Pedy, Raukkan, Port Augusta, Point Pearce, Perth
1973 many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children were and others. Perth to Port Augusta is 2300km. Paris to Berlin
taken from their families and communities. The aim was to
is 1054km. The point here, is that while there are similarities
‘assimilate’ children within settler families from England. Girls between Aboriginal people, there are also many differences,
were trained to work in kitchens and complete domestic work, much as the language in France, for example, is different to
while boys were given farm and laboring work. The children
the language in Germany.
that were taken are known as the ‘stolen generation’. There
This week at Kilkenny, it has been wonderful to see the work
are families in our school who are directly impacted by this
process, so it’s an important issue to be aware of. If children each class has been doing with Sorry Day and Reconciliation
week. Learning about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
were unable to be placed with an English family, they were
Histories and Cultures is one of the core cross-curriculum
often taken to places called ‘missions’ and told they had to
priorities in the Australian Curriculum so it’s something that
live and act like English people.
every class will cover.
There were ‘missions’ all over South Australia. As a child, I
At a personal level, I would also like to say a big ‘thank you’ to
visited Raukkan (near Meningie) many times. I didn’t really
families who have helped with good quality donated clothing
understand about ‘missions’ as a young boy and remember
to help those in need. My work area briefly looked like a
bike riding with my cousins. The three corner jacks were
clothes shop! One of our Aboriginal parents has been
monstrous, so we constantly had flat tyres!. Many missions
instrumental in donating clothing to distribute to people in our
have now closed or become small towns under systems of
community and help everyone stay warm this winter. Thank
self-government similar to any other town.
you.
The ‘Assimilation Policy’ was abolished in 1973. In 2008,
Kevin Rudd was Australia’s Prime Minister. In a historic
speech to Parliament, on behalf of the government, he
Chris Coxon
apologised to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
for the Stolen Generations. His apology was supported by the Aboriginal Community Education Officer.
opposition, and it was a large event.
Reconciliation week is celebrated each year from Wednesday
27 May to 3rd June. The theme for 2021 is ‘reconciliation
takes action’. May 27 marks the 1967 referendum when over
90% of Australians voted to change the constitution so that
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people would count as
Australian. June 3 is significant because it marks the 1992
‘native title’ Mabo decision, where the High Court recognised
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people had rights
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RED 5 — Reception — Renee Asclipenos, Lisa White
We have been working hard in Red 5 this term and learning how to
write descriptive sentences about an object or living thing. This
week we used our senses of sight, smell, taste and touch to
describe an Orange! We discussed and wrote adjectives about
what the orange looked like, felt like, smelt like and tasted like. I
think we all enjoyed the tasting part of this lesson the best! We are
also undertaking some biological Science in the classroom and
exploring how living things have needs such as food and water.
Currently we are experimenting with growing back vegies from
scraps. We are especially enjoying watching our bok choy cutting
grow

Red 7 —Year 2/3 — Ryan Atkins
Red 7 has been very productive in the last couple of weeks. I have been very impressed with all
students approach to school and their participation, particularly in morning activities which we have
perfected.
We are still developing our persuasive writing skills. We have been focusing on structuring a paragraph and backing up our arguments. Group work has been going well in writing lessons and I look
forward to what students can produce individually.
Students have been very engaged during HASS lessons recently. We have just begun researching
all things about our wonderful continent Australia.
I love the way students have been working together, sharing their own knowledge and building upon
what they already knew about this topic.
In mathematics, students are beginning to understand fractions. We have been working on ordering
them on a number line and investigating them on a fraction wall. I am impressed with students resilience, persistence and willingness to try their best in order to learn about fractions.

Indonesian - Amy Goodrich
This term Green 1 has taken on the role to design and create a new
Indonesian garden in front of the Indonesian room. The indonesian
garden will include a large mural designed by Naima, and painted by
several senior students. It will be an amazing twist for the Indonesian
work space that hopefully all students will enjoy learning in.
It will be officially opened by Indonesia's Independence Day (17th
August 2021) with many different Indonesian art and cultures to learn
about. To decide the art we will use, there is currently an R-7 art
competition and the winners will have their art displayed on posts in
the garden.
If any families would like to help out with gardening, building, or
sourcing decor, outdoor furniture, and tropical plants we encourage
you to get in touch with Miss Rhiannon or Bu Amy.
Jack - Senior Indonesian Leader
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BARN 3— IELC 1-4 — Emma Kelly

GREEN 1&2—6/7– Rhiannon Duffield & Paige Vogelsang

Wow! The time is flying by. In barn 3 we have had a very busy time. We have completed our oral language
project, which has been great fun. The project has helped us to increase the amount we talk and the complexity of
our language. In maths we continue to focus on strategies to help up become more automated when adding up.
We are practising our doubles at the moment. We continue to learn about the structure and language features of
an information report in our writing. We also are getting stuck into read write inc. We are now practising our tricky
red words and blending our sounds together to make words. This week we participated in Reconciliation week.
We learnt about Aboriginal symbols and made pictures.

Imagine being an influencer before the time of social media, how
would you get followers and share that you’re #livingyourbestlife?
This is where Green 1 and Green 2 students come in. They have to
pick an influencer of the past (think Cleopatra, Ghandi, Tutankhaman) and create an Instagram page for them. They need to include 9 pictures highlighting their best achievements and their life
and creating a filmed biography through the use of QR code as well.
Students are loving this project so far and are learning so much about
the true influencers of our time. This is their WAGOLL (what a good
one looks like) for their inspiration. Stay tuned

BARN 5 — IELC 4-7 — Monica Fazzalari
In Barn 4 we have been very busy with our learning. We have now finished our
learning on fractions and measurement but will continue to use what we have
learnt during our Thursday cooking lessons with Ms Emma’s class. For
Reconciliation week our class worked with Ms Emma’s class to make our own
stories using Aboriginal symbols. Here is our work.

GREEN 3 —Year 6/7 (3)— Jon Stewart
STEAM Balloon Vehicle Challenge
Last Friday saw the culmination of 3 weeks of researching, designing, constructing, testing and evaluating.
Congratulations to Anagha who won the Grand Final with a vehicle demonstrating consistent speed and straightness.
Special mentions to Grand Final runner up Noah, and Semi Finalists Lily and Raf who also produced excellent vehicles
demonstrating consistent speed.

PRESCHOOL — Louise Cutri / Christina Lipitkas / Donna Seaton

GREEN 4 — Year 6/7 (4) — Michael Kennett
As the cold sets in, the work is heating up in Green 4 as we race to finalise a
busy semester. For a mid-term treat, we have been investigating the data
contained in M&M party Packets. We looked for clues to help us predict the
total amount, and colours, of M&M’s in each packet. Some of us were unhappy
to find only 13 M&M’s in our packet when others were getting 17! We
investigated further to find out how manufacturers label the weights of
packaged goods. We then realised that if we collated all of our data, we could
make conclusions about which colours were ‘rare’ and which were common.
Which colour do you think is the rarest? In Reading, we are beginning to take
more control of how we explore and discuss texts. We do this with a strategy
called Reciprocal Teaching. We have enjoyed the opportunity to talk with our
peers and support each other when decoding texts. Our Playground models
are also nearing completion and they look fantastic.
KPS
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BLUE 2 —Year 4/5 (2) — Jenne Ellis-Kells

BLUE 6 — Year 5 — Teigan Hall

Did you know…
Velcro was Invented in 1948 by George De’Mestral
In 1948 George De’Mestral had a close encounter with a burdock plant while on a walk. He was fascinated with the plant,
so he touched the plant. He found burrs sticking to his clothes. George was a Swiss engineer and was inspired with the
plants burrs sticking to his clothes. This gave him the idea for inventing Velcro.
After eight years of developing the idea he came up with the successful idea of hooks and loops and a hard and soft side.
He tested them out and it stuck just like the burrs did to his clothes.
Now we have been using that idea for many things and Velcro is used for shoes, jump walls and even just sticking things
to walls, and many more ideas. Amazing huh.
By Jess Swindon

BLUE 3 — Year 4/5 — Ulla Hoffman

BARN 1 — ARCPR Special Class— Laura Bennets

We left school on a train, we were
on an excursion to the city for the
Dream Big Festival. When we got
there we went straight to the
State Library. There we were role
playing in an Audioplay called
The Turners. It was the best thing
ever totally!

It is hard to believe that we are over half way through term 2. So far this term, Barn 1 students have
been learning about rhyme, prepositions, odd and even numbers and how to compare numbers
using <, > and = symbols. We have also been learning about emotions and the clues we can use to
guess how someone else may be feeling. In HASS we have
been learning about New Zealand, including the New Zealand
flag, where New Zealand is located on the map and about
Maori warriors. Below you can see Barn 1 students with clapping sticks. We have learnt several Maori clapping stick
rhythms.

Next we went to see a multi instrumentalist, Adam Page. It's
hard to explain but he was on a quest. This voice that claims
he's future Adam. Adam Page sang a song about Leon. The
class loved it. He made up a song using random words.
We also enjoyed lunch on the Torrens.

Most of us were waiting in a room
with walls lined with books. We
played old board games and
found old books. The oldest was
from 1763!

We have also read and the story ‘Sorry Day’ by Coral Vass
and Dub Leffler and shared our knowledge and understanding
of reconciliation. Students enjoyed drawing and painting ‘Sorry
Day’’ flowers and are proud to have contributed to the
‘Reconciliation’ display in Red Gum.

BLUE 4 & 5 — Year 3/4 — Meg McLeod / Taylor Jenkinson

BARN 2 — ARCJP Special Class— Danni Pierson

Blue 4 and 5 have been busy exploring
fractions, getting creative with our Pizza
Party fractions project. We have chosen a
range of toppings and worked out the unit
fractions for each, and are learning to find
equivalent fractions. We are thoroughly
enjoying our Digital Tech lessons in which
we are programming our Dash and Dot
bots to knock over bowling pins. In
writing, we have been interviewing our
peers in preparation for our unit on Biographies. Alongside this we have been
cooking up a storm making several dips and crackers, falafel wraps and gnocchi,
conducting research on Australia’s neighbouring countries and exploring positive
uses of power in relationships. We look forward to the beginning of the Olympics
where we will be investigating the various nations of the world.

Wow, it’s been a busy time in Barn 2! All the students should be so proud of all their hard work over the last 6 weeks in Maths. This
term the students have been consolidating their skills in the area of Number! Leo, William and Kurbaan have been practising their skip
counting skills using money. Abdi, Ahmad and Kristina have been learning about simple addition and using the count on strategy.
Joseph and Soraya have been learning to count, order and sequence numbers! Miss Ally and Dani have been working hard to keep up
with the stars in Barn 2, they all deserve a big pat on the back, Well done!
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