KPS Powerful Times
WEEK 3, TERM 4
DIARY NOTES:

·

-

OCTOBER, 2021

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents & Caregivers,

·

Last Term finished with many celebrations in regards special school events and terrific
community /fundraising activities.
As a school we also celebrate our results that have been collated over the past years. We
have reported via newsletters, parent meetings and Governing Council our Site
Improvement Plan for the past 3 years specifically with regards to reading and
improvement.
We have constantly monitored our reading data over this time and this consistently has shown progress.
As a result Kilkenny Primary School has been elevated to an “INSPIRE SCHOOL”, the first site in our
Partnership of schools to achieve this via our learning data.
It is a great cause of celebration for staff, students and testimony to the excellent work over the past 3 years.

Our school sign on Jane Street highlights our work.
To further exemplify a successful times Ms Hoffman's class Blue3 were State Winners in the “Powerful
Learners Maths & Numeracy Challenge”
Congratulations to Ulla Hoffman, Sue Avenell (past teacher) and Luke Thomas (student teacher) for their class
excellence with ‘Mathematics and Cricket’. Outstanding work students!

INSIDE THIS

Intensive English Learning Program
-

It is with sadness our IELP has been ‘put on hold’ for 2022. The impact of the pandemic has drastically limited
families entering Australia from overseas; hence our numbers for the program have declined.
Any students eligible for the program are moving to Pennington Primary School which will be the school for
IELP students in the West.
As a school we are working through this process for the best outcomes for the IELP staff and students.

-

Class Placement 2022
Staff are working through student placements over the next two weeks.
An important part of our work is now beginning to formulate staffing and classes for 2022. If you won’t be
returning in 2022, know a family in our area intending to enrol, or there are any special requests for your
child/ren; please contact the Front Office or myself in writing.
Direct teacher requests are not possible, but information regarding anything for your child/ren’s learning we
need to know about please let us know.
All students will have a transition visit to their classes on the last day of the term 10/12/2021.
Look forward to continual excellent learning and class engagement over the next few weeks.
Kind Regards
Peter Dunstan
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL REPORT— Alex Narcys
Site Improvement Planning 2022
Over the last three years, Kilkenny Primary School has had a total improvement focus on
increasing reading achievement across the school. This has involved extensive training of
staff and the introduction of new programs and teaching practices with the aim of lifting student
achievement in reading. Some of these changes have included:

·

The introduction of the Read Write Inc. synthetic phonics program in all Foundation to Year 2
classes and daily phonics instruction.

· Ongoing assessment of phonics development and tracking and monitoring progress for every student.
· Decodable take-home readers for students
· High levels of participation in the Premier’s Reading Challenge
· Targeted support and intervention for students not making expected progress that includes the introduction of the
‘Fresh Start’ program

· Primary and Middle Primary classes focusing on improving reading comprehension skills
· Diagnostic testing of reading comprehension skills using Cars and Stars
· Students setting reading goals and targets with their teachers
· Reciprocal reading instruction being trialled in many primary classrooms
Research and evidence-based practices and pedagogy in every classroom through our ‘Challenging Powerful Learning’ whole
school agreement
Our community has much to celebrate over the last three years with our student achievement data in NAPLAN and PAT
testing at the highest levels it has ever been.
In 2022 we commence a new site improvement plan with the focus on reading and mathematics achievement. The following
site improvement plan goals have been established:

· To improve and maintain student achievement in reading
· To improve student achievement in mathematics
To improve the number of students achieving in the high bands in mathematics
Our Site Improvement Plan is currently still in draft form, and once finalised will be published on our school website for our
community.
I welcome any questions or enquiries from parents or families wanting more information or clarification on this direction.
Take care,
Alexander Narcys
alexander.narcys442@schools.sa.edu.au
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WELLBEING— Brenton Willson
This week’s Assembly Awards have been awarded in the
area of Attentive Listening.
For the last two weeks I have been posting ideas in our daily bulletin that teachers might like to action
in their classes to promote active listening in their classrooms. These are ideas you can try at home to
develop active listening skills in your children as well. Pick one to trial for a week and try to notice the
difference in your children’s abilities in the area of active listening. Here’s my top 10.
1.Thank your children for making eye contact when speaking to you or others. This may be when giving instructions or having
conversations at the dinner table. It’s a simple thing to do but will encourage them to use eye contact more.
2. Pause and wait at lease 5-10 seconds when asking your children questions. This gives them time to process what you’ve
said and think of their response.
3. Ask your children to repeat back what you’ve just said to see if they’ve understood it.
4. Play spot the change. Read a story through once, and then read it again – this time making 2-3 subtle changes. Ask your
children to speak up when they notice a change.
5. When asking your children to do a task, give them 3 simple instructions, ask them to repeat these back, and then do them
before giving any further instructions.
6. Ask your kids if they have any clarifying questions when you are having discussions. Often they may not understand
something you have said. Encourage them to ask questions will deepen their understanding of the topic you are discussing.
7. Ask your kids if they’ve noticed any non-verbal cues (body language or gestures) you were using when speaking. Talk
about why non verbal cues are important aspects of communication. It’s also good feedback for you.
8. Ask your kids to summarise in their own words the conversation you’ve had over dinner.
9. Grab a couple of sheets of scrap paper and take it in turns to describe a setting or image, the other members of the family
have to draw what they imagine they’ve heard. Compare and discuss why your pictures might be different.
10. At dinner time have one member of the family start a story by saying one sentence. Go around the table with each person
building on the story one sentence at a time. Record it on your phone, and when the story has finished, play it back to see
how much sense it’s made.
All of the ideas are pretty simple to do, and the more you do them the better you’ll all be at attentive listening as a family.
Keep being great
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RED 1 — Year 1/2— Cat Acha
Red 1 have been busy this term exploring cultural celebrations from across the World. Thanks to
Miss Sabella we started with ‘The Moon Lantern Festival’ & ‘Mid-Autumn Festival’. We created
our own lanterns.
We enjoyed learning a dance to help us memorise how people celebrate Diwali.
Also, students actively participated in learning the meaning and the making process of Rangoli. They could tell the materials of Rangoli and how
to make a Rangoli. Their Rangoli looked good and showed their understanding of the symbol..

RED 2– Rec– Jess Pietsch
Red 2 are off to a great start with their new topic
'FOOD'. Amazing how it can be such a motivator
for rich learning! We have written 3 procedures on
how to make toast, how to make a banana
milkshake and how to decorate cupcakes.
Learning about the different food groups has been
vital in identifying the 'sometimes' and the 'always'
foods. In maths we have been practising positional
language by designing and creating obstacle
courses for the Ozobots.

RED 3 — Rec– year 1— Tara , Claire
This week Red 3 were very excited to get back into the kitchen and had a great
lesson making gnocchi and broccolini sauce with Miss Jess. Preparing a healthy
meal with ingredients fresh from the Kilkenny Primary School garden tied in with
our classroom discussions around healthy food and the learning we are doing on
procedure texts this term.
Thank you to our wonderful volunteers Anh and Carmen, we look forwards to
have more parents in the kitchen over the next few weeks.
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RED 4—Sharonlee - Red 4

AN ARTY DAY OUT
Red 4 students were very privileged to be invited to participate in an artwork shop in week 2. Our host students supported each
group with step-by-step instructions to create their art work, using a gallery of high school students’ work as inspiration.
Red 4 students were outstanding learners, listening carefully to directions and creating some bright, colourful pieces that added
to the gallery. The class enjoyed a morning tea with their high school buddies before heading back to school.

RED 5 — Reception — Renee Asclipenos
This term Red 5 students are learning to write procedural texts. We have enjoyed making
fairy bread and popcorn and been learning how to write the procedures for these recipes. It
is important we list ‘what we need’ first and then begin our ‘steps’ with an action verb. We
have also been jumbling up the sentences and
pictures for these procedures and challenging
ourselves to sequence the steps and pictures in
order.
Last week students had lots of fun presenting
their Sharing Talks to their class mates. The
topic was to share a trick or a science
experiment. We all enjoyed trying to guess how
some of these tricks and experiments were
magically done!

RED 6 — Year 1 — Dani Pierson
Red 6 have had a great start to Term 4! They have been getting used to having a new teacher for the term, whilst Mrs Duggan is
making the most of a well-deserved rest after all her hard work over the year! So far Red 6 have been planning and writing
narratives, working on place value and have had their first cooking lesson for the term. We are super excited to see what great
work is to come for the rest of the year.
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Red 7 —Year 2/3 — Ryan Atkins
Red 7 have started the term very well and have improved greatly on our focus so far of
‘attentive listening’. I have been particularly impressed with our kitchen lessons where
students are showing more independence.
In maths this term we have been exploring shapes. Students have learnt about different
types of polygons and the properties of shapes. Students have enjoyed and have been
engaged in some hands on tasks when learning about shapes.
We have started learning about informative reports in English. We have explored the
structure of an information report as well as the different types of formats it can be presented in. Students are beginning to write sizzling starts using different facts in order to
engage the reader.

GREEN 1—6/7– Rhiannon Duffield
Students have been busy working in Green 1 these last three weeks. We have started our novel study on The Boy in the
Striped Pyjamas with all students engaged in the story. We have to answer inferential questions at the end of each chapter
and engaging in reciprocal reading discussions in our reading groups. We are exploring the difference between procedural
and explanation writing and we will be using this knowledge when we create our own Rube Goldberg Machine in STEM as
we will need to explain how our Rube Goldberg Machine works. If you are unsure what a Rube Goldberg Machine is, have a
look at Ok Go’s - This too shall pass - video clip as this demonstrates an epic example! We are all looking forward to Camp
at Arbury Park next week and will share some pictures in the next newsletter

GREEN 2— Year 6/7 (2) — Paige Vogelsang
This term we set goals for our learning and personal development. These goals focussed on three areas, which
included: academic goals, personal goals and a challenge goal. As we are all set on graduating at the end of this
term these specific goals will give us something to aim towards so that we can feel confident when moving forward
into high school next year. Most of us are excited, some nervous, but overall, we will miss our primary schooling at
KPS!

KPS

POWERFUL

TIMES

WEEK

3,

TERM

4

PAGE

GREEN 3 —Year 6/7 (3)— Jon Stewart
Students in Green 3 have been challenged with the ‘Escape Class’ concept in recent weeks.
A full day, 5 hours, in groups of 3 to solve 10 challenge puzzles based on collaborative
games or maths concepts and then 10 tasks based on Geography content.
Escape Class 1’s topic was General Knowledge including researching facts about continents,
countries, cities and suburbs and types of maps. Escape Class 2’s topic was Landforms.
Challenge puzzles tasks have included the Great Escape, the Spider’s Web, the Balloon
Vehicle, the Electric Fence and Frisbee Golf.
Although the endeavour and engagement have been high, as yet no groups have yet have
managed to complete all 10 puzzles and tasks to activate the passcode puzzle. However, I
am hopeful that some teams may ‘escape the class’ for the final Escape Class on Water.

GREEN 4 — Year 6/7 (4) — Michael Kennett
Green 4 have reached their final term at Kilkenny Primary School with a determined and engaged attitude. Our work in
exploring ancient Egyptian history has continued. We have been comparing features of its theocratic monarchy to our current
democratic society, and we had various debates about the value of social hierarchies. This work is linked to themes in our
current novel that is set in a seemingly utopian community where failure, fear and pain do not exist. Like Egypt, the
community is governed by a sole (totalitarian) leader and each citizen has their career decided for them at the age of 12.
Would you be ready to start your life as a ‘street sweeper’ or ‘carer of the old’ on your 12th birthday? We are now working
hard to finish various assignments before two nights at Arbury Park camp next Monday. We cannot wait!
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BLUE 2 —Year 4/5 — Jenne Ellis-Kells
Hello families of KPS.
Halloween is coming soon so please read these reminders and be safe while Trick or
Treating.
If you are going to go Trick or Treating, stay in areas that you know well because some
areas might be unfamiliar and you might not know your way around.
When you are Trick or Treating, go in a group and please be supervised by a parent or
guardian. Never go Trick or Treating on your own.
We suggest that you go early in the evening or even before dinner and don’t stay out too
late.
When you can, avoid running. Walk between houses so you don’t trip over and stay together as a group.
Cross the streets at corners and cross walks if needed to and remember to look both ways and definitely DON’T RUN across
the road!
Avoid going through people’s yards. Stay on their garden paths.
Only approach houses that have a light on their porch or decorations that prove that they support Halloween and if not don’t
bother them please.
Please wear good foot wear like sneakers instead of high heels. Make sure you double check your shoe laces so you don’t
trip or fall over.
Never ever go into someone’s house if you don`t know them well; best friends and family are not included.
Inspect you treat collection at home before you eat them. Throw away any open or unsealed foods. Also, read the labels on
the treats and check for anything you might have an allergy to.
Remember to brush your teeth before bed time because no one wants to suffer from a tooth ache or go to bed with sugary
teeth.
Follow our simple tips and have a safe and fun Halloween.
By Ammar and Remy

BLUE 3—Year 4 — Ulla Hoffman
Our class did the Primary Maths Association Math Challenge in term 3 with some help
from Mrs Avenell, whose students have won many awards over the years, Mr Thomas and
a few year sevens students from Mr Kennett’s class. The theme we chose was cricket and
it was called “Howzat! for maths”. We learned about graphing, division, multiplication,
averages, direction, chance and data, angles, measurement and how to use Excel. We
worked in 3 groups and worked really hard to achieve a winning entry.
There is really good news! We actually came first in South Australia and there will be an
Assembly in which a board member from the PMA will present us
with awards.
Thank you, all the people that help us, with the math challenge.

HOWZAT FOR MATHS!!

BLUE 4 — Year 3/4 — Meg McLeod
We have been exploring poetry and worked on developing our ICT
skills to publish these. We have also begun looking at Procedure
writing, which worked brilliantly with our rained-out garden lesson,
where we learnt how to make seed tape using toilet paper, homemade glue, and seeds. In maths we have been focusing on our
subtraction strategies and solving worded problems. Our Year 4's
have thoroughly enjoyed their first session of Bike Ed and we look
forward to getting out on the road next week. We have also created
Ozobot Rollercoasters using Lego and started sewing our Reception
buddies a soft toy using their designs!
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BLUE 5 — Year 3/4— Taylor Jenkins
Blue 5 have had a busy start to term 4. We have been exploring
perimeter and area and challenging ourselves to use reasoning
when we are problem solving in mathematics. This week we began
researching for our Rube Goldberg machines and experimented
with creating sound play poems. We have also been keeping active,
participating in our fitness circuit twice a week and measuring our
resting and active heart rates. We can’t wait to see what the rest of
the term holds!

BLUE 6— Year 5— Teigan Hall, Judith Felton
Term 4 is flying by! We can’t believe it is already week 3.
In Maths we have been having fun playing simple games and
working out the probability of winning the game. We have been
looking at strategies and looking at how that could increase our
chances of winning as well as looking at different ways to record
data such as tables, tallying and stem and leaf plots.
In English we are learning how to write an engaging persuasive
piece of writing. We love sharing our opinions on topics and
thinking of arguments for and against.
We have also started gardening this term, we are enjoying getting
out into our school yard and helping with the garden beds, chooks
and learning about recycling and composting.

BARN 2 — ARCJP Special Class— Irenee Kennedy
Barn 2 have dived straight back into their learning this term with a focus on procedure writing. Students have had an exciting time
getting hands-on and learning how to follow various recipes such as making Fairy Bread and Banana Smoothies. We have learnt the
importance of using verbs in the procedure as well as making sure we have identified a list of items needed at the start. Barn 2 are
also working on incorporating the school caring agreements into the classroom with a focus on Mutual Respect when working in
groups.
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BARN 1— ARCPR— Laura Bennets
We have been learning to recognise and represent multiplication as arrays. An array is a collection of objects or
symbols arranged in even rows and columns. We are learning that the term ‘row’ means horizontal or across, and
a ‘column’ means from top to bottom, like the column in our classroom that goes from the ceiling to the floor. We
can identify arrays in our environment and count rows and columns and find the total of small collections. Here
you can see building arrays we have made and put together to form an array city. Next up, we will learn to use
number lines as a tool to solve multiplication problems.

BARN 4— IELC 2-7— Monica Fazzolari
In Barn 4 we have been busy reading fairy tales and learning about narratives. Our first fairy tale was Jack and the
Beanstalk. We have been learning about the parts of a narrative and the importance of using descriptive language to
help the reader visualise. We practised retelling the story Jack and the Beanstalk using puppets. We love doing this
and presenting to the rest of the class afterwards. Soon some of us will begin writing our own narratives. Last Friday
we planted our own ‘magic beans’. We were so pleased to see some have already started to grow over the weekend.
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BARN 4— IELC R-2— Emma Kelly
Wow! The time is flying by. In barn 3 we have had a very busy time. We have completed our oral language project,
which has been great fun. The project has helped us to increase the amount we talk and the complexity of our
language. In maths we continue to focus on strategies to help up become more automated when adding up. We are
practising our doubles at the moment. We continue to learn about the structure and language features of an
information report in our writing. We also are getting stuck into read write inc. We are now practising our tricky red
words and blending our sounds together to make words. This week we participated in Reconciliation week. We learnt
about Aboriginal symbols and made pictures.

PRESCHOOL — Louise Cutri / Christina Lipitkas / Donna Seaton
The children at preschool have continued to be risk assessors. We have been putting our risk assessments into action. We were
lucky enough to sneak in a real fire pit at the end of last term where we made delicious damper. The children worked with
educators to prepare the space based on the recommendations that they had made in their risk assessments.
This term we have continued our learning journey about risk by thinking about assessing risk when using real tools and also in
relationships i.e. how our words and/or actions can be risky in friendships. We have introduced real tools such as screwdrivers
and woodwork. In this experience we are learning about the processes that we are involved in that help us to manage risk. For
example; having rules such as numbered lanyards to let us know it’s our turn and using safety glasses.
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Pastoral Care—Haley Walker
The Children in the Pictures
Recently SBS showed a new documentary made in Australia about online safety.
The documentary, The Children in the Pictures, “goes inside Queensland Police's
Task Force Argos, the world-leading investigative team dedicated to rescuing children from online sexual exploitation.”
I believe it is a must see for anyone who is supporting a young person to navigate
the online world with safety and wisdom. Similar to how we get taught about the
dangers and risks and the skills necessary before driving a car, I believe these
conversations and skills are necessary to navigate the online world also with safety
and wisdom. It is available now for free on SBS Demand.
(NB. Due to the nature of the content, this documentary is rated M15+)
Hayley
Supporting the wellbeing of students, staff and families. At school Monday,
Wednesday & Friday. Hayley.Walker983@schools.sa.edu.au

Us Mob —Chris Coxon
A small group of Aboriginal students were fortunate to attend the 2021 STEM Aboriginal Student Congress based at the Adelaide
Convention Centre (STEM- Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths). The congress was a great opportunity to build on existing knowledge and be supported to learn more about future options available. One of the speakers, Del Miller is the Manager, Aboriginal Traditional Fishing at the Department of Primary Industries, (Fisheries). He spoke about what his job involves and the combination of traditional knowledge and science, needed to help keep fishing sustainable. There were also some interesting science
experiments, including one learning about the role of the Woomera as a special tool to launch spears, meaning they go further and
are more accurate than when thrown by hand. The workshop about the Woomera was held in a function room at Adelaide Oval,
where we had an amazing view of the oval. An art activity was our final workshop, learning to grind ochre to use as paint. It was
organised by a group of students from Port Augusta Secondary School.
Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions only small number of students were able to attend, but we were grateful for the opportunity
as last year it was cancelled completely.
Chris Coxon
Aboriginal Community Education Officer.
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Library– Simone Jesson
Premier's Reading Challenge
Congratulations to all those students who participated in and completed the Premier's Challenge for 2021.
Thank you to staff, parents and guardians for your support, and encouragement in supporting students to finish.
The Premier's Reading Challenge medals and certificates will be awarded to students this week.
Simone

KITCHEN— Jessica Liebich
Hello Families
Term 4 has started off well. The lower primary students have been so enthusiastic and excited to re-commence their Kitchen lessons as they have been waiting since Term 1!
I am pleased to say that the School Garden has provided an abundance of broccolini early this term so I made sure that we made
great use of all of it by incorporating it into Week 3’s lessons.
The students made a delicious Potato Gnocchi with Cheesy Broccolini Sauce. I explained to them the different types of potato
masher- Ricer, Drum Sieve and Mouli (Food Mill) that is required to finely mash the potato for gnocchi. The children thoroughly
enjoyed using the different types mashers, combining the potato with the flours and then rolling an cutting the dough into little pillow shapes
To make the broccolini sauce the students had to revisit their knife skills to chop the broccolini into small pieces. I was so impressed with how the students remembered to use the Bear Claw and Bridge Grip and other knife safety skills from Term 1.
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KPS Community Notice Board

OSHC
All Bookings to be done
Online
Please make sure all
accounts are up to date.
–

-
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AWARDS
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Preschool

Evie G, Paxton A, Milly B, Lula L,
Sid B, Batiste Q

Red 1

Ada P-C, Galvin L

Red 2

Jamie R, Darcy L

Red 3

Jason N, Tessa W

Red 4

Grace M, Corbin M

Red 5

Atharv R, Najma U

Red 6

Fredrick Q, Petros A-M

Red 7

Abigail B, Archie G

Green 1

Karisma N, Sitel C

Green 2

Avneet K, Habib A

Green 3

Ellie M, Chelsy-Ella S

Green 4

Erida M, Meg F

Blue 2

Jess S, Fazan M

Blue 3

Lenny F, Fazan M

Blue 4

Mahammad H, Marcus N

Blue 5

Zerrah M, Qian L

Blue 6

Henry W, India T

Barn 1

Hameed H

Barn 2

Ahmad A

Barn 3

Inas K, Han T

Barn 4

Minh N
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